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Palm springs
California’s desert 

playground provided  
the inspiration for 

Vogue’s fashion team 
in the January issue. 
By Tomasina Lebus

The house 
For an authentic slice of Rat Pack history, stay at 

Frank sinatra’s former Palm Springs residence. The 

Twin Palms estate, designed by E. Stewart Williams 

in 1947, was Sinatra and Ava Gardner’s hideaway. 

The crack in the bathroom sink (the result of Sinatra 

throwing a champagne bottle in a rage) remains, but 

the rest of the house has been lovingly restored with 

vintage designer furnishings. Mod cons, such as Wi-Fi 

and iPod connectivity both inside and outside, bring 

it bang up to date. The pool – Sinatra’s design – is 

shaped like a grand piano. Visit Sinatrahouse.com or, 

for rental details, log on to Beaumondevillas.com.

What 
to pack
Georgia May Jagger  

offers her tips

What’s your essential 

item? “I have an  

amazing multi- 

coloured jumpsuit by 

Chloé – I wear it as a 

poolside cover-up.”

And your beauty 

products? “I’m really  

fair, so I always  

pack sunblock.”

What do you read by the 

pool? “Schott’s Original 

Miscellany and National 

Geographic, cover  

to cover.”

THE HOTEL 
Get in the mood by staying at The Parker, 

a true oasis in the desert. Designed by 

Jonathan Adler, a master of kitsch cool, this 

quirky hotel is stuffed with Sixties ephemera, 

retro knick-knacks and shagpile carpets – 

without straying into Austin Powers territory. 

Bedrooms are decorated in soothing tones, 

enhanced with leopard-print-upholstered 

benches, Moroccan rugs and Perriand-

esque lamps. Laze by one of the three pools 

before playing croquet, Pétanque or tennis. 

Then lunch at Norma’s, or, for a sexier affair, 

dine in the hotel’s bistro, Mister Parker’s. 

Evenings in the desert can be cool: for a spot 

of star-gazing, head for the fire pit in the lush 

gardens armed with a blanket and a stiff drink. 

For more information, telephone 00 1 760 770 

5000 or visit Theparkerpalmsprings.com.

The PAlM sPriNGs iNsider:  
designer Jonathan Adler spills the beans

What are your favourite shops? “Trina Turk, Bon 

Vivant, Modern Way and Studio 111 for sublime and 

singular trouvées. And don’t miss the thrift stores.”

What is your best find? “The quirky paintings 

adorning Mister Parker’s bistro at The Parker.”

Your favourite hangout? “I love Melvyn’s for a real 

geezer-chic Palm Springs experience. It’s very old-

school. Go while you can. Visit Inglesideinn.com.”

What else do you 

love? “The view ain’t 

bad either.”

Poolside, Georgia Jagger wears 

a Lisa Marie Fernandez  bikini, 

Invisible Zinc tinted moisturiser, 

Philip Kingsley hair products, and 

reads Schott’s Original Miscellany

Left: Georgia May 

Jagger in  “All This 

And Heaven Too” 

in the January 

issue of Vogue. 

Right: bowl and 

MP3 player cover, 

by Jonathan 

Adler, at Heals
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THE SPA
Guests at The Palm springs Yacht Club are 

offered chocolate and a nip of whisky or rum to 

relax as they wait for treatments. Try the Lost 

at Sea package: a seaweed wrap and hydrating 

facial, finished with a mani and pedi. Visit 

Palmspringsyachtclub.com for more information.
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